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THE HELICOPTERS

due to the availability of Mi-17 and Mi-171
helicopters (supplied by Russia after the nor-
malisation of Sino-Russian relations) which
were more capable troopships, the Z9B was
reassigned to such missions as SAR, reconnais-
sance and liaison. In case of need it could be
fitted with rocket pods and podded machine-
guns. The Z9B is the most numerous version,
with over 100 examples delivered; it was the
first version to be exported, two armed exam-
ples being delivered to the Mali Air Force in
June 2000.

Z9C (Z9EC?) shipboard ASW/

SAR helicopter

The PLANAF took delivery of eight SA 365MA
shipboard helicopters optimised for ASW and
SAR operations. (Some sources, however, state
the French original as the later AS 565SB
Panther helicopter) The machine had an
Agrion 15 X-band search radar in a tablet-like
undernose radome, a Thomson Sintra HS-12
dunking sonar and weapons outriggers on the
fuselage sides. Hence the Harbin Aviation
Industry Group (HAIG) was tasked with manu-
facturing a local version of this helicopter
known as the Z9C (the designation Z9EC has
also been reported).
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The Z9WA night-
capable attack
version with a
YY-1 optronic
nose ‘turret’. The
crew is provided
with night-vision
goggles.

The shape of the
Z9WA's weapons
outriggers and
nose adapter
carrying the
optronic turret
are clearly visible
here.

The Z9W with a
selection of
weapons, includ-
ing FFARs, heavy
machine-guns
and ATGM.



