
Z9A-100 (Z9B) multi-role helicopter
Gradually the Chinese aircraft industry mastered
production of the helicopter. On the next two
examples, initially bearing the designation

Z9A-100, the share of locally manufactured
components reached 72.2% in the airframe and
91% in the powerplant (production of the
WZ8A was mastered in 1986). The first of these
made its maiden flight on 16th January 1992;
certification tests were completed at the end of
the year and in 1993 the Z9A-100 entered pro-
duction as the Z9B. It differed from the Z9A in
having WZ8A engines uprated to 740 shp and a
modified fenestron with 11 wider-chord, all-
composite blades instead of the original ver-
sion’s 13 all-metal blades.

The Z9B entered PLA service in 1994. The
production rate was slow; a total of 25 had
been ordered by 1997, and a further seven in
1998. Originally the Z9B was used as a troop-
ship, carrying up to eight troops. However,
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The second pro-
totype Z9W
(above) and a
production
Z9WA fire HJ-8
tube-launched
anti-tank guided
missiles.

On-deck mainte-
nance of a
PLANAF Z9A.

A Z9W of the 9th
Army Aviation
Regiment
(LH99948) with a
machine-gun on
the starboard
side.

Z9W LH98960 is
armed with FFAR
pods in this case.
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