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THE TRAINERS

trainer for the Xian JH-7 (FBC-1 Flying
Leopard) fighter-bomber and the Shenyang
J-8D (F-8D) heavy fighter. While it was based
on the airframe of the predecessor, the
changes were extensive enough to warrant a
new designation, JL-9 — or FTC-2000 for
export. The aircraft also bore the popular
name Shan Ying (Plateau Eagle).

The new trainer combined the centre/rear
fuselage, tail unit and landing gear of the stan-
dard JJ-7 and the double-delta wings and
powerplant of the J-7E/F-7MG with an all-new
forward fuselage. Thus, by using proven tech-
nologies the Guizhou Aircraft Industry Group
managed to keep down development costs
and the unit price of the aircraft. This was
important for the PLAAF, which had large
numbers of JJ-6 and JJ-7 trainers badly in need
of replacement.

The forward fuselage incorporated a
small ogival radome which housed an ltalian

A model of the
JL-9 (FTC-2000)
trainer shown at
Airshow China
2002.

The unpainted
JL-9 (FTC-2000)
prototype during
initial flight tests.

Guizhou JL-9 (FTC-2000), Airshow China 2006

Guizhou JL-9 as displayed in model form at Airshow China 2002
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