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- CHINESE AIRCRAFT

AF-828, a
Zambian Air
Force K-8Z

Representatives
of K-8 operators
pose with a
Ghanaian K-8P.

Two views of the
K8V variable in-
flight stability
aircraft with FBW
controls.
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out in 1998. About 30 had been reportedly
delivered to the PLAAF by late 1999, mostly
serving with the No. 13 Flying Academy/2nd
Regiment at Bengbu AB.

K-8E advanced trainer

A major boost for the K-8 programme came
on 27th December 1999 when Egypt signed
an order worth US$ 345 million for 80 K-8s
intended as a replacement for the Egyptian Air
Force's Aero L-29 Delfin trainers. According to
the contract most of the aircraft would be
manufactured in Egypt.
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Designated K-8E (for Egyptian), the aircraft
were tailored to EAF requirements. The cock-
pits featured new instrument panels and side
control consoles; changes were made to the
landing gear, the navigation and communica-
tions suites, the fuel system, the hydraulics,
the fire control system and the environmental
control system. The ventral cannon pod was
fitted as standard.

The first two of the initial ten Chinese-built
K-8Es were rolled out at Nanchang in late June
2001. The Arab Organisation for Industrialisa-
tion (the Egyptian contractor) then assembled
two batches of 10 and 15 aircraft from
Chinese-supplied CKD kits before progressing
to 95% local manufacture of the remaining 45
machines.

K-8V control system testbed

The standard K-8/JL-8 had conventional
mechanical flight controls. In 1997, however,
the China Flight Test Establishment (CFTE) con-
verted a single example into a testbed desig-
nated K-8V (¢/n K8V-203 or 320203). The air-
craft was fitted with a digital fly-by-wire (FBW)
control system and side-stick controllers
instead of normal control sticks. The control
system could be reprogrammed to alter the
aircraft’s stability and handling, emulating
other types of aircraft with differing control
characteristics. The K-8V wore a gaudy red/yel-
low/blue/white colour scheme with CFTE titles
and carried a large conformal pod with test
equipment on the fuselage centreline.

Guizhou JL-9 (FTC-2000) Shan Ying
combat trainer

A successor to the Guizhou JJ-7 conversion
trainer was developed as a lead-in fighter



