
absence of the gunner’s station glazing.
Apparently the new aircraft is armed with the
new ASM in the YJ-8 series similar to the US
AGM-84E SLAM (Stand-off Land Attack
Missile) or AGM-142 Popeye missiles. It is also
likely to have all-weather day/night capability.

H-6K (BC-1 God of War) 
missile strike aircraft
The failure of the Spey-engined derivative did
not put XAC off, and another re-engined ver-
sion was developed as the H-6K. Development
probably began in 2000. The powerplant con-
sisted of two turbofans mounted in the same

locations aft of the rear wing spar in reworked
nacelles and breathing through larger air
intakes, which were circular instead of the
Tu-16/H-6’s distinctive quasi-triangular shape.
The engine type is unknown, but there have
been suggestions that 12,000-kgp (26,445-
lbst) Aviadvigatel’ (Solov’yov) D-30KP turbo-
fans have been used. This engine powers the
Il’yushin IL-76MD transport (NATO reporting
name Candid-B) operated by the PLAAF in
substantial numbers, and using it would make
sense from a spares commonality point of
view.

Assuming that D-30KP engines are indeed
used, the 25% higher aggregate thrust and
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THE BOMBERS

The H-6H prototype

A production H-6H of the 36th Division

A PLANAF 1st Division (?) H-6M

H-6DU ‘81228 Blue outline’, PLANAF 2nd Division/4th
Regiment, Tuchengzi AB
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