
The H-6H carried two land attack cruise mis-
siles (LACMs) under its wings; the designation is
not known for certain, although various sources
report the designations KD-63 (KongDi-63) and
YJ-85. This weapon – the first such indigenous
missile to give the PLAAF a tactical precision
strike capability – appears to be based on the
airframe of the YJ-6 ASM but has X-configura-
tion cruciform tail surfaces and is powered by a
small turbofan engine. The missile reportedly
uses inertial/GPS mid-course guidance with a TV
terminal guidance seeker and carries a 500-kg
(1,100-lb) warhead over a range of 150-200km
(93-124 miles), cruising at Mach 0.9.

The H-6H first flew in December 1998, and
the first successful test launch of a KD-63 took

place in November 2002. The aircraft probably
entered service in 2004-05. This put the PLAAF
into apposition to attack small but strategical-
ly important targets, like the entrances to the
large tunnels near Hualien that Taiwan had
built to hide its air forces from initial PLA
attack.

H-6M (H-6G) missile strike aircraft
A video showing tests of a new ASM carrier
based on the H-6H was demonstrated at
Airshow China-2002 held at Zhuhai-Sanzao
airport. Designated H-6M (or H-6G), this
development was characterised by four under-
wing pylons for carrying LACMs and the
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H-6 ‘50674 Blue outline’ with low-viz markings, 36th Division, Lanzhou
Military Region

H-6 ‘30211 Blue’, 10th Division, Angqing, Nanjing Military Region

H-6D ‘10897 Blue’, 8th Division, Leiyang, Guangzhou Military Region

An export B-6D missile strike aircraft
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